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"Historical" background

● started out as reading material for a one-term 
elective dialectology seminar I started as an 
experiment at the Department of English, Pázmány 
Péter Catholic University, in spring 2006

● material was gradually piling up
● 2007-2008: gradual construction, draught versions 

tested in subsequent classes (with immeasurable 
help from Kinga Földváry)
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Aims
● a coursebook on English dialectology
● introductory (supposing the average 

Hungarian university student's background 
knowledge of English linguistics only)

● a coherent text (vs. reading chapters from 
sources of varying scope and (theoretical) 
detail, written by various authors, in various 
(theoretical) traditions)

● for non-native audience!
● available in Hungary, for a reasonable price
● coverable in one term (cca. 12 weeks)
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Aims -> Results
● suitable for its primary target audience, advanced 

(esp. BA) students of English, who have a pretty 
good command of (standard) English and some 
background knowledge of English pronunciation 
and grammatical terminology

● for Hungarian audience (e.g., occasional 
references to Hungarian(-like) sounds)

● available in Hungary, primarily in on-line 
bookstores (Ad Librum, Bookline)

● RRP: HUF 1990 (but: reduced prices!, e.g., HUF 
1592 at bookline.hu; free delivery at 
shop.adlibrum.hu)

● 9 topics/chapters for 1 semester
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Contents

two main parts:
● Chapters 2-5: major varieties, with focus on 

pronunciation, by region
● Chapters 6-9: standard British English vs. 

standard American English
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Contents
● Foreword and acknowledgements
● Symbols used in the book

because the main focus is on pronunciation
Gimsonian IPA
use of brackets + basic terminology for vowels 
and consonants explained briefly, e.g.:
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Contents
● Foreword and acknowledgements
● Symbols used in the book

as main focus is on pronunciation
Gimsonian IPA
use of brackets + basic terminology for vowels 
and consonants explained briefly
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Contents
● Foreword and acknowledgements
● Symbols used in the book
● Chapter 1: Background

theoretical background: standard/non-standard, 
accent/dialect, RP, GA, descriptivism
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Contents

(the illustration which is NOT included in the final version :-( )
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Contents
● Foreword and acknowledgements
● Symbols used in the book
● Chapter 1: Background

theoretical background: standard/non-standard, 
accent/dialect, RP, GA, descriptivism
historical backgound: the emergence of English 
dialects, spread of English, causal relation 
between language change and the emergence 
of varieties
accent typology: "English" type/ "American" 
type, rhotic/non-rhotic
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Contents
● Foreword and acknowledgements
● Symbols used in the book
● Chapter 1: Background

theoretical background: standard/non-standard, 
accent/dialect, RP, GA, descriptivism
historical backgound: the emergence of English 
dialects, spread of English, causal relation 
between language change and the emergence 
of varieties
accent typology: "English" type/ "American" 
type, rhotic/non-rhotic
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Contents
● Foreword and acknowledgements
● Symbols used in the book
● Chapter 1: Background
● Chapter 2: The British Isles 1: England and 

Wales
historical background (sound changes)
Severn-Wash line in England
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Contents
● Foreword and acknowledgements
● Symbols used in the book
● Chapter 1: Background
● Chapter 2: The British Isles 1: England and 

Wales
historical background (sound changes)
Severn-Wash line in England
why Wales?
pronunciation + 

    a few grammatical/lexical features
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Contents
● Foreword and acknowledgements
● Symbols used in the book
● Chapter 1: Background
● Chapter 2: The British Isles 1: England and 

Wales
● Chapter 3: The British Isles 2: Linguistic 

conservatism in the Celtic countries
conservatism?, Celtic countries?, dialect vs 
accent in Scotland, historical background to 
English in Scotland/Ireland, pronunciation + a 
few grammatical/lexical features
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Contents
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Contents
● Chapter 4: North America and/vs the southern 

hemisphere
history of former British colonies
USA: GA vs Eastern + Southern



20

Contents



21

Contents
● Chapter 4: North America and/vs the southern 

hemisphere
history of former British colonies
USA: GA vs Eastern + Southern
southern hemisphere: Australia+New 
Zealand+South Africa
"North American E" vs "southern hemisphere 
E": "American" type vs "English" type accents
pronunciation + a few grammatical/lexical 
features
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Contents
● Chapter 4: North America and/vs the southern 

hemisphere
● Chapter 5: Pidgins, creoles, Black English and 

other ethnic varieties
pidgin vs creole, possible explanations of 
common features; linguistic situation in the 
Caribbean+West Africa+the Pacific, creole 
continuum (patois -> StE); typical 
pronunciation, grammatical and lexical features 
of English-based pidgins and creoles; Black 
English; ethnic varieties in the US (NAE, Latino 
English)
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
background (definitions, localizability, Estuary 
E only mentioned in fn)
systematic diff (vowel correspondences + 
consonants)
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Contents

systematic diff (vowel correspondences)
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
background (definitions, localizability, Estuary 
E only mentioned in fn)
systematic diff (vowel correspondences + 
consonants)
non-systematic: list of words, stress placement
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
background (definitions, localizability, Estuary 
E only mentioned in fn)
systematic diff (vowel correspondences + 
consonants)
non-systematic: list of words, stress placement
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
● Chapter 7: Lexical differences between British 

English and American English
background: how and why lexical differences 
arise
examples grouped acc. to (a) degree to which 
the word is shared; (b) semantic field
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
● Chapter 7: Lexical differences between British 

English and American English
background: how and why lexical differences 
arise
examples grouped acc. to (a) degree to which 
the word is shared; (b) semantic field
idioms
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Contents
idioms
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
● Chapter 7: Lexical differences between British 

English and American English
● Chapter 8: Grammar differences between 

British English and American English
background: AmE a bit more detailed because 
(1) regularization and analogy in AmE; (2) Hu 
students of E usu more familiar with BrE
typically BrE/AmE structures grouped acc. to 
grammatical structure
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
● Chapter 7: Lexical differences between British 

English and American English
● Chapter 8: Grammar differences between 

British English and American English
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
● Chapter 7: Lexical differences between British 

English and American English
● Chapter 8: Grammar differences between 

British English and American English
● Chapter 9: Spelling differences between British 

English and American English
background: simplification and regularization 
(esp. in AmE), pronunciation spelling, 
sensational spellings, systematic and non-
systematic diff, hyphenation, punctuation
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Contents
● Chapter 9: Spelling differences between British 

English and American English
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
● Chapter 7: Lexical differences between British 

English and American English
● Chapter 8: Grammar differences between 

British English and American English
● Chapter 9: Spelling differences between British 

English and American English
● Pronunciation of names and technical terms
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Contents
● Chapter 6: RP vs GA: Systematic and non-

systematic differences
● Chapter 7: Lexical differences between British 

English and American English
● Chapter 8: Grammar differences between 

British English and American English
● Chapter 9: Spelling differences between British 

English and American English
● Pronunciation of names and technical terms
● Subject index
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Structure of the chapters

● Historical background!
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Structure of the chapters

● Historical background!
● Discussions of the accents/dialects: lists 

(rather than running text) -> easier to learn
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Structure of the chapters

● Historical background!
● Discussions of the accents/dialects: lists 

(rather than running text) -> easier to learn
● Anecdotes :-) (when relevant)
● Questions and exercises for revision and 

practice (and extension)
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Structure of the chapters

● Questions and exercises for revision and 
practice (and extension)
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Structure of the chapters

● Questions and exercises for revision and 
practice (and extension)
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Structure of the chapters
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practice (and extension)
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Structure of the chapters

● Historical background!
● Discussions of the accents/dialects: lists 

(rather than running text) -> easier to learn
● Anecdotes :-) (when relevant)
● Questions and exercises for revision and 

practice (and extension)
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Structure of the chapters

Ulster
vs
Northern Ireland



52

Structure of the chapters

● Historical background!
● Discussions of the accents/dialects: lists 

(rather than running text) -> easier to learn
● Anecdotes :-) (when relevant)
● Questions and exercises for revision and 

practice (and extension)
● Further reading and references
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● Discussions of the accents/dialects: lists 

(rather than running text) -> easier to learn
● Anecdotes :-) (when relevant)
● Questions and exercises for revision and 

practice (and extension)
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Structure of the chapters

● Historical background!
● Discussions of the accents/dialects: lists 

(rather than running text) -> easier to learn
● Anecdotes :-) (when relevant)
● Questions and exercises for revision and 

practice (and extension)
● Further reading and references
● Links
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Structure of the chapters

● expressions marked with an asterisk in the 
text -> pronunciation

● boldfaced expressions -> Subject index
● illustrations: maps, drawings, photos: in 

most cases: closely related to the topic; 
some: just there to interrupt the monotony of 
the text (alas, all in black and white) (+ see 
Acknowledgements)
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Illustrations
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Illustrations



61

Illustrations

H-dropping in England
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Illustrations

silly in England
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